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Geography Policy



Our school helps us to walk with Jesus, to be the best that we can be.  Through God's love and guidance, we create an ethos of shared endeavour, friendship, and cooperation to help us flourish academically, emotionally, and spiritually.


“I can do all things through Christ, who strengthens me.”
Philippians 4:13
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Single Equalities Statement

At Baxenden St John’s School, equality is a key principle for treating all people fairly and creating a society in which everyone has the opportunity to fulfil their potential - irrespective of their gender, ethnicity, disability, religion or belief, sexual orientation, age or any other recognised area of discrimination.  

Context

Geography is the study of places and the relationships between people and their environments it explores both the physical properties of the Earth’s surface and the human societies spread across it.  It is one of the foundation subjects within the National Curriculum which helps to provide a broad and balanced curriculum in the Foundation Stage, Key Stage One and Key Stage Two.   Children primarily study two key areas: physical geography, the study of Earth’s seasons, climate, atmosphere, soil, streams, landforms, and oceans; human geography, the study of the distribution and impact of networks of people and cultures on the Earth’s surface.  The intent, implementation and impact of the geography policy at Baxenden is the responsibility of the teaching staff with the support of the Geography Co-ordinator.

Intent

By the end of KS2, children at Baxenden St John’s will have developed and expanded their knowledge of geographical places, processes and features through a broad curriculum that involves practical experiences.  Our curriculum builds from the foundations created in EYFS and KS1 to develop all children’s knowledge and skills whilst gaining an important understanding of our British geographical values to help our children ‘be the best that they can be’ and to understand their place in the world.

The teaching of Geography at Baxenden should inspire in our pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that we hope will remain with them for the rest of their lives.  Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes.  As our children progress through the curriculum, they will learn about their area and compare their life in this locality to other regions in the United Kingdom and in the rest of the world. They will learn how to draw and interpret maps and they will develop the skills of research, investigation, analysis and problem-solving.  Our geography teaching should also motivate children to find out about the physical world and enables them to recognise the importance of sustainable development for the future of mankind.

Aims

The key aims of the geography curriculum at Baxenden St John’s are as follows: 
· To provide learning opportunities that enthuse, engage, and motivate children to learn and foster a sense of curiosity and wonder at the beauty of the world around them;
· To enable children to gain knowledge and understanding of places in the world; 
· To increase children’s knowledge of other cultures and, in doing so, teach a respect and understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural country; 
· To apply map reading skills to globes and atlas maps and identify geographical features whilst developing geographical skills, including how to use, draw and interpret maps of different scales, and the vocabulary necessary to carry out effective geographical enquiry. 
· To enable children to know and understand environmental problems and world events at a local, regional and global levels;
· To encourage in children a commitment to sustainable development and an appreciation of what ‘global citizenship’ means; 
· To acquire skills in carrying out observations and in collecting, organising, recording and retrieving information as part of an enquiry;
· To formulate appropriate questions, develop research skills and evaluate material to inform opinions.
· To enable children to work geographically in a range of appropriate contexts, using a variety of materials, sources and equipment including other people’s experiences and knowledge.


Organisation

The geography curriculum at Baxenden St John’s is taught in line with the National Curriculum requirements for EYFS, KS1 and KS2 through discreet geography lessons; however, where possible, links are established with other subjects. The National Curriculum sets out the coverage of the geography curriculum. 

Implementation

Geography at Baxenden St John’s is taught in blocks throughout the year so that children can achieve depth in their learning. To ensure high standards of teaching and learning in geography, teachers have identified and implemented a curriculum that is progressive throughout and across the whole school.  This ensures that skills and knowledge are built on year by year and sequenced appropriately to maximise learning for all children. It is important that children develop the skills of a geographer by fully immersing them in all areas of the subject. Geography is taught as a set subject; however, cross curricular outcomes in geography are specifically planned for, with strong links between geography, history and english writing opportunities which are planned for and utilised when appropriate. The local area is utilised to help achieve the desired outcomes, with extensive opportunities for learning outside the classroom, for example in our forest school, and is embedded in teacher’s practice where appropriate.  Likewise, visitors and trips are utilised where suitable to further develop children’s appreciation of the geographical world.  Outcomes of work are regularly monitored to ensure that they reflect a sound understanding of the key identified knowledge. Furthermore, the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) follows the updated ‘Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage’ framework which aims for all children in reception to have an ‘Understanding of the World; People and Communities and The World and Technology’ by the end of the academic year.  Staff are offered training where needed and high quality resources are provided to support teaching.  Furthermore, the subject leader goes on termly network meeting and information is fed back to teachers and governors.  Parental and governor involvement is actively encouraged through different events throughout the year.  

Teachers should take responsibility for ensuring that geography is timetabled appropriately to enable children to acquire adequate skills and knowledge in the subject. 

EYFS

At Baxenden St John’s, we teach geography in the foundation stage as an integral part of the ‘Understanding the World’ work covered during the year. As our reception class is part of the Early Years Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum we relate the geography side of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the updated Early Learning Goals (ELGs) with definite links to ‘ELG: The Natural World’ and ‘ELG: People, Culture and Communities’ which underpins the curriculum planning for children aged three to five for the geographical areas. The children are supported in developing the knowledge, skills and understanding that helps them to make sense of the world through child-initiated and adult led activities.  Geography makes a significant contribution to the development of each child’s knowledge and understanding of the world.  At Baxenden St John’s, the children’s understanding of the world is promoted through activities such as collecting postcards from different places, singing songs from around the world or collecting and creating a nature walk diary as they investigate our surrounding area. Additionally, geographical vocabulary is introduced and developed to enable children to discuss their ideas fully and acts as a basis for the progression of vocabulary as the children travel through school.

KS1 and KS2

In both Key Stage 1 and 2, our children will investigate a variety of people, places and environments in the United Kingdom and abroad and start to make links between different places in the world. They will find out how people affect the environment and in turn how they are affected by it.  As they move through school, our children should develop geographical enquiry skills, including asking geographical questions, collecting and recording information and identifying different views. Furthermore, they will acquire the appropriate practical skills associated with geography, including using suitable vocabulary, fieldwork techniques and maps, plans and atlases.  To support our enquiry based approach, each geography topic is now set out under a question heading.  A full break down of topics, objectives, vocabulary, progression and enrichment can be found on our whole school geography curriculum map.

An overview of the topic titles covered in each year group are as follows:


Key Stage 1:
Year 1: 
· Do penguins sunbathe?  
· How are we united?  
· How can a map help me find my way?
Year 2: 
· What can be found in Baxenden?
· Where would you rather live: Lancashire or New Orleans?
· Why do you need an umbrella in Baxenden?

Key Stage 2:
Year 3: 
· Where on Earth are we?
· How does the Earth shake, rattle and roll?
· Do we like to be by the seaside?

Year 4: 
· Can you come on a ‘Great American Road Trip’?
· How does the water go round and round?
· Why is climate important?
Year 5: 
· Are we damaging our world?
· Where should we go on holiday?
· Where does all our ‘stuff’ come from?
Year 6: 
· How is our country changing?
· What is life like in the Amazon?
· How will our world look in the future?

Planning

The planning of geography at Baxenden St John’s is based on the objectives and aims set in the National Curriculum of 2014.  Our curriculum sets out the knowledge and skills that pupils will gain at each stage.  The long term plan has been written to the local circumstances of our school in that we make use of the local environment in our fieldwork and we also choose a locality where the human activities and physical features provide a contrast to those that predominate in our own immediate area.  It is clear to the children what end points the curriculum is building towards in each of their units and what the children need to know and be able to do to reach those outcomes. This is set out in detail in a series of geographical ‘knowledge organisers’. The knowledge organisers detail: 
· What children should already know before starting a unit of work and to promote the children’s ‘sticky knowledge’;
· The key geographical (physical, human and fieldwork skills where appropriate) features that will be studied in the unit;
· A key reference to a relevant case study and where possible links to significant British or World studies or comparisons;
· The associated key vocabulary children are expected to learn and understand.

Our curriculum has been developed through extensive subject development working-group meetings involving discussion by members of the teaching staff from all year groups, from EYFS to Year 6. It is rooted in a solid consensus of the school’s teaching staff. This in-depth process ensures that it is coherently planned, sequenced and implemented so that new knowledge and skills build on what has already been taught.

Our geography objectives are split into four key branches across Key Stage 1 and 2.  Firstly, locational knowledge: children will learn to locate and name European countries as well as North and South America countries after building on general continents and British geography in KS1.  The locational knowledge will concentrate on environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities.  Secondly, understanding of place:  our children will compare the geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of regions of the United Kingdom, a region of a European country and a region within North or South America.  Thirdly, human and physical geography knowledge:  the children’s knowledge will be extended to allow children to develop an understanding of aspects of physical geography (investigating climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle) and human geography (learning about types of settlement and land use, economic activity and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water).  Finally, we also aim to support the development of geographical and fieldwork skills.  Through these areas of study, the children will learn to use maps, atlases and globes; digital/computer mapping; eight-point compass directions; four and six-figure grid references, symbols and keys and how to use and utilise the Ordnance Survey maps. Additionally, they will also use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.

It is the responsibility of the class teacher to plan lessons to fit their geography unit that meet every child’s needs. Wherever possible and relevant, resources and cross-curricular links will be made and trips are to be organised to enhance children’s learning. Visits to off-school sites should be carried out with the completion of the necessary risk assessment documentation, EVOLVE, and checked and approved by the EVC.

Cross Curricular Links

The content and positioning of geography units is designed to develop a coherent and progressive geographical curriculum which supports quality teaching and learning.  Links are only made with other subjects where they can meaningfully and significantly contribute to the teaching of those areas. Possible examples and opportunities include: 
· English - Geography can make significant contributions to the teaching of English because it actively promotes the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. In KS2, we organise debates on environmental issues to develop speaking and listening skills.  Likewise, reports, letters and recording information will all develop children’s writing ability.
· Maths - Geography can contribute to the teaching of mathematics in a variety of ways. We teach the children to represent objects with maps. The children study space, scale and distance and they learn how to use four and six figure grid references. They also use graphs to explore, analyse and illustrate a variety of data.
· Computing – When appropriate, computing is utilised in geography lessons; for example, children use ICT in geography to enhance their skills in data handling and in presenting written work or to safely research information.  Additionally, children have access to the programme ‘Digimap’ to develop their geographical fieldwork skills.   
· History – as we study various areas across our planet, links will be made to changes across history.  
· PHSE – this includes the promotion of British values of democracy, rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs as they are integrated into the Curriculum by comparing and contrasting a variety of places across the world.

Resources

There is a central resource base in which there are a variety of resources to support learning and teaching in geography. The resources have been categorised into the topics of most relevance to support teachers in providing engaging materials where possible.  Additionally, we subscribe to valuable resources such as the Geographical Association and the computing programme ‘Digi-map’ to provide quality resources and experiences to our children.  We have also introduced a ‘book-based’ lesson focus, where applicable, to most of our geographical units.  This again is to act as a ‘hook/stimulus’, provide information and support our cross-curricular reading and writing skills.

Fieldwork

Fieldwork is integral to good geography teaching.  At Baxenden St John’s we try to include as many opportunities as we can to involve children in practical geographical research and enquiry. All of the children will carry out investigations into the local environment and we give them opportunities to observe and record information around the school site.   We are also lucky to be able to utilise our Forest School area to support our fieldwork and curriculum studies.

Assessment, Recording and Reporting

At Baxenden St John’s assessment is an integral part of the teaching process. Assessment is used to inform planning and to facilitate differentiation. The assessment of children’s work is on-going to ensure that understanding is being achieved and that progress is being made. Feedback is given to the children as soon as possible, and marking work will be guided by the school’s Marking Policy.  On-going assessment of the children ensures activities are planned with clear learning objectives that focus on specific skills, taken from the Lancashire KLIPS documents, and are taught at the appropriate level.  When needed, children with SEN are given additional support to access and develop their understanding of the subject of geography.  When appropriate, additional resources and scaffolding will be provided to support the learning of all children at Baxenden.  
 
Samples of work are to be evaluated by the subject co-ordinator through book scrutinises and learning walks.  Additionally, each year group will add to their ‘Geography Scrapbook’ which will follow the class through their time at school.  This will contain the key learning and knowledge organisers from the previous history units and promote the development of the children’s ‘sticky knowledge’ as they make their way through the school’s geography curriculum.

Reports to parents are completed during the academic year when indications are made as to the individual’s progress in this area of the curriculum. (Reporting of geography at the Foundation Stage appears within the ‘Understanding the World’ area of learning). An annual summative record is kept of each child’s progress in geography. The children are assessed as either working below (B) age related expectations (ARE), working towards ARE (WTS), at ARE (EXP) or working at greater depth (GD) within ARE for their year group. Foundation Stage will compile an on-going profile for each individual child as part of their learning journey.
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