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Science Policy



Our school helps us to walk with Jesus, to be the best that we can be.  Through God's love and guidance, we create an ethos of shared endeavour, friendship, and cooperation to help us flourish academically, emotionally, and spiritually.


“I can do all things through Christ, who strengthens me.”
Philippians 4:13




	Policy Author
	C.McCormack

	Policy Date
	April 2022

	Next Review
	April 2024




	




Contents Page

Single Equality Statement 													3

School Aims and Philosophy 													3

The Role of Curriculum Leaders 												3

The Role of Governors 														3

Intent 																4

Implementation															4

Impact of Curriculum 														4

Monitoring and Review												5









































Single Equalities Statement
The behaviour policy acknowledges the school’s legal duties under the Equality Act 2010, in respect of safeguarding in respect of pupils with special educational needs (SEN).  At Baxenden St John’s School, equality is a key principle for treating all people fairly and creating a society in which everyone has the opportunity to fulfil their potential - irrespective of their gender, ethnicity, disability, religion or belief, sexual orientation, age, or any other recognised area of discrimination.  

School Aims & Philosophy 
· Our school is a happy place where everyone can enjoy coming together and having fun.
· Our school gives children the time and opportunities to discover their own spirituality and the nature of God. 
· Our school provides opportunities for children to learn, grow in their understanding, and develop their independent thinking.
· Our school supports and guides the children to achieve as much as they are able and to feel proud of themselves.
· Our school celebrates the wonder of our creation, the diversity reflected in our local community, and all that is good in the lives of the children and the life of the school.
· Our school nurtures the desire of all children to create things and thoughts, which are unique to them and to share them confidently with others. 
· Our school seeks to inspire children, so they will carry with them a vision of all that is possible, throughout their lives. 
At Baxenden St. John’s Primary School, we believe that learning should be a lifelong process and a rewarding and enjoyable experience for everyone. Through our teaching we focus on inspiring the children to learn, equipping them with the knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary to be autonomous learners, who reach their full potential. We believe that appropriate teaching and learning experiences contribute to children becoming successful learners, who lead rewarding lives as responsible citizens, surrounded by the love of God and rooted in Christian values.  Our science curriculum follows the structure of INTENT, IMPLIMENTATION and IMPACT, as recommended by the Department for Education and monitored by OFSTED.

The Role of Curriculum Subject Leaders
· Monitor progress and attainment in subject areas and action plan to address areas of need;
· Support colleagues to develop practice and subject knowledge to maximise progress;
· Take the lead in policy development;
· Have responsibility for the purchase and organisation of resources for their subjects;
· Keep up to date with developments in their particular subject area are responsible for sharing this with colleagues.

The Role of Governors

· Governors support, monitor and review the school curriculum through strong and regular links with subject leaders, usually on a termly basis.  
· support the use of appropriate teaching strategies by allocating resources effectively;
· ensure that the school buildings and premises are best used to support successful teaching and learning;
· monitor teaching strategies in the light of health and safety regulations;
· monitor how effective teaching and learning strategies are in terms of raising pupil attainment;
· ensure that staff development and performance management policies promote good quality teaching;
· monitor the effectiveness of the subject policy through the school’s self- evaluation processes. These may include reports from subject leaders and the termly Head teacher’s report to governors, as well as a review of CPD sessions attended by staff and given by the subject leader.










INTENT
By the end of KS2, children at Baxenden St John’s will have developed and expanded their knowledge of scientific processes, become more engaged and curious about the world around them and start to recognise the importance of science in everyday life.   Our curriculum builds from the foundations created in EYFS and KS1 to develop all children’s knowledge and skills whilst gaining an important understanding of the impact and wonder science can bring to help our children ‘be the best that they can be’ and to understand their place in the scientific community.

IMPLEMENTATION (achieved through effective teaching and learning)
Science at Baxenden will be taught in topic based block each half term to enthuse and inspire leaners to question the world around them. Lesson starter activity and low stakes quizzing will be used to review previous learning and consolidation of knowledge and skills through starter activities. Specific key vocabulary that is age appropriate and linking to their science unit will be  used and its meaning and context explained.  Where possible, learning will be enquiry based and the children will conduct investigations that are engaging and create awe and wonder to inspire young minds to investigate independently or with appropriate scaffolding.  Additionally, research, investigation will take place and the children will be encouraged to interpret their findings. The children at Baxenden will communicate their Scientific knowledge and understanding at an age appropriate level and be supported to apply this to their knowledge outside of school.  Working Scientifically skills are embedded into lessons to ensure that skills are systematically developed throughout the children’s school career and new vocabulary and challenging concepts are introduced through direct teaching. This is developed through the years, in-keeping with the topics. The teachers at Baxenden will find opportunities to develop children’s understanding of their surroundings by accessing outdoor learning and links to local areas and employers when appropriate.  Likewise, teachers take responsibility for ensuring that science is timetabled appropriately to enable children to acquire adequate skills and knowledge in the subject.  Furthermore, the subject leader goes on termly network meeting and information is fed back to teachers and governors.  Parental and governor involvement is actively encouraged through different events throughout the year.  

IMPACT OF CURRICULUM (Assessment, Recording and Reporting)
The successful approach to the teaching of science at Baxenden will result in a fun, engaging, high quality science education, that provides children with the foundations for understanding the world that they can take with them once they complete their primary education.  Through our curriculum, Children at Baxenden will develop a love of science work and an interest in further study and work in this field; retain knowledge that is pertinent to Science with a real life context; be able to question ideas and reflect on knowledge; be able to articulate their understanding of scientific concepts and be able to reason scientifically using rich language linked to science; work collaboratively and practically to investigate and experiment.  Where possible, lessons are made practical, trips are conducted and visitors are brought in to support children’s understanding and enjoyment of science.   Likewise, parental and governor involvement is actively encourage through school’s science week and through workshops and exhibitions throughout the academic terms.  At the end of each year, the children’s learning is assessed against the age-related expectation bands that are based on the 2014 National Curriculum statements for Science. At Baxenden, we use summative assessment to determine children’s understanding and inform teachers planning. This is reviewed on a yearly basis by the subject leader, who also carries out learning walks and book scrutinies to ensure history development.

Assessment for Learning is an integral part of the planning and teaching of science, to ensure lessons are well-paced and that all pupils make progress in learning through facilitated variation & differentiation. Prior assessment of the pupils' understanding should be used to inform the planning of lessons with a clear progression in knowledge and skills.  Opportunities are planned to enable children to develop and apply their skills, knowledge and understanding across the curriculum.  Links are only made with other subjects where they can meaningfully and significantly contribute to the teaching of those areas. Possible examples and opportunities include: 
· English - Science can make significant contributions to the teaching of English because it actively promotes the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. In KS2, to support the children’s understanding of the digestive system, the children write a diary entry as a piece of food to explain and describe their journey through the system.
· Maths - Science can contribute to the teaching of mathematics in a variety of ways. We teach the children to represent objects with charts and keys. They also use graphs to explore, analyse and illustrate a variety of data from scientific exploration and investigations.
· Computing – When appropriate, computing is utilised in science lessons; for example, children use ICT in science to enhance their skills in data handling and in presenting written work or to safely research information.  
· History – as we study various areas of science across the decades, children can appreciate the historical scientific figures who have developed our understanding today.    
· PHSE – by studying life processes and change. 

The assessment of children’s work is ongoing to ensure that understanding is being achieved and that progress is being made. Feedback is given to children as soon as possible, any written marking of work will be guided by the school’s Marking Policy.   Activities are planned with clear learning objectives that focus on specific skills, taken from the Lancashire KLIPS documents, and are taught at the appropriate level. Samples of work are evaluated by the subject leader through work scrutinies and learning walks.  Teachers and their pupils create and add to their ‘Science Scrapbook’ which follows the class through their time at school. This contains the key learning and knowledge organisers from the previous units and promotes the development of the children’s ‘sticky knowledge’ as they make their way through the school’s science curriculum. 

Reports to parents are completed during the academic year where indications are made as to the individual’s progress in this area of the curriculum. (Reporting of science at the Foundation Stage appears within the ‘Understanding the World’ areas of learning). The objectives set out in the updated Early Learning Goals (ELGs) have a definite link to ‘ELG: The Natural World’ which underpins the curriculum planning for children aged three to five for the areas of science. An annual summative record is kept of each child’s progress in science. The children are assessed as either working below (B) age related expectations, working towards ARE (WTS), at ARE (EXP) or working at greater depth (GD) within ARE for their year group. Foundation Stage will compile an ongoing profile for each individual child as part of their learning journey.

Monitoring and Review
This science policy will be reviewed annually. The Governors Curriculum Committee will be informed of any significant changes in the policy for their approval. The policy is available on the school website. 
 
This policy should be read in conjunction with the following school policies:        
			
· Home School Agreement      
· Marking and Feedback Policy
· Homework Policy
· Assessment, Recording and Reporting Policy
· Behaviour Policy
· SEN Policy
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